a word about single-thread
chainstitching

Single-thread chainstitching looks like regular
straight stitching on top, but is aseries of interlocking
loops on the underside of the fabric. The stitches are
produced by the needle thread alone — so you do not
need a bobbin thread or a bobbin. Because the
stitches areformed by asingle thread, theinterlocked
loops unravel easily. The entire line of stitching can
be removed with just a pull on the thread end. Also,
the loop formation of the stitches makes them less
taut than regular straight stitches. That's what makes
chainstitching flexible.

Chainstitch
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Regular Straight Stitch

where to use chainstitching

Here are a few of the many sewing jobs for which
you will find chainstitching useful. Pages 41 and 60
show you how chainstitching can save you time and
work.

» Basting —
Trial seamsfor fitting
Construction guidelines
Zipper openings, linings, and interfacings

Thread Guide

» Stay-stitching to preserve garment shape during
assembly

: « Fastening removabletrimming —
Bobbin Case Cover Fur collars
Whitecollarsand cuffs

» Hemming curtains and draperies that may need to
bealtered

 Sewingtemporary tuckstoextend thelifedf —

Children's clothes
Curtainsand liningsthat might shrink

« Making welting for corded seams. tubular cording
for trimming and button loops

Ghainstitch Throat Plate + Attaching hem tape

« Making stay chains to anchor linings or to hold
Chainstitch Fittings beltsor shoulder padsin place
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preparation”

1. Attachchainstitchfittings.

« Turn hand wheel toward you to raise take-up
lever to its highest point.

« Raise presser foot, open slide plate, and remove
bobbin.

« Unlock throat plateand remove.

+ Slide chainstitch throat plate into place from
front. Lock it in REGULAR position.

. Insert bobbin case cover in bobbin case. The
finger-lift tab goesto theright. Close slide plate.

« Open face plate and dlip chainstitch thread
guideintoplace. Closefaceplate.

2. Thread your machinein the usual way except pass
thread from take-up lever through self-threading
eyelet in thechainstitch thread guide.

Soft, pliable threads of light and medium weight
are most suitable for chainstitching. No. 50 mer-
cerized cotton and " A" silk arerecommended. Use
thesethreadsin a size 14 needle.

3. Adjust thread tension. Chainstitching requires
approximately the same needle-thread tension as
regular straight stitching, provided the same kind
o thread is used. When the tension is correctly
adjusted, the chain will beflat and smooth. Puck-
ersin the fabric and pinched loops indicate too
much tension; turn dial to alower number. Large,
irregular loopsindicate toolittle tension; turn dial
to ahigher number.

Too Much Tension

Correct Tension Attach the Thread Guide
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Chaining Off
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sewing a chainstitch seam

e Stitch Width Selector: 1

* Needle Position: C

e Stitch Length: 10or 12 only

« Presser Foot: Straight Stitch, General Purpose,
or Zipper Foot

STARTING AND CHAINING OFF

1

Besure that throat plate is in REGULAR position.
then turn hand wheel toward you to position
needle in very edge of fabric. Lower presser foot.

. Start the machine, and stitch to end of seam. Con-

tinue stitching beyond edge of fabric, making a
chainfrom oneto twoincheslong.

Cut chain between fabric and presser foot.

4. After chaining off, start a new line of stitching by

raising the presser foot dightly and positioning
the fabric in front o needle. Lower presser foot
and stitch toend of seam.

RELEASING THE CHAIN FROM THE MACHINE

When you finish chainstitching, the chain can easly
be removed from the machine.

1
2
3.

Rai se presser foot.
Hold end of chain withyour left hand.

Turn hand wheel sowly toward you with your
right hand until needle is all the way down in the
needlehole.

Then turn hand wheel dowly away from you,
pulling gently on chain, which will unravel as
needlerises.

36

Releasing Chain
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